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Promote adoption of conservation agriculture practices to reduce
natural resource degradation, and to increase productivity, profitability
and sustainability of the crop/livestock systems in North Africa

Objectives:

1. To identify constraints to adoption of conservation agriculture (CA)
by smallholder farmers and ways of enhancing adoption, most
Importantly identifying and testing socioeconomic options

2. To identify and test improvements in seeding machinery, and in weed
and biomass management of CA systems

3. To enhance the capacity of NARES staff and other stakeholders to
practice and promote CA

Research questions
1. How is CA adoption driven by farmer and institutional behaviour and
Incentives (e.g. markets, research linkages)

2. To what extent do CA systems have household, livelihood and
environmental benefits

3. What are the biomass management tradeffs of CA?

Platforms: 3 different agro-ecosystems

AHigh potential crop/livestock: Fernana (Jendoubg, North West Tunisia:
Characteri sed by subhumid, high raitnfal
relatively good fertility; the farming system is mainly based on cereals
(wheat & barley) and legumes associated with livestock.
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Integration of crop and livestock (sheep & goats).

ASemiarid arid highland crop/livestock: Setif, North Eastern Algeria:
Characterised by highly variable rainfall (330400 mm); high plateaus,
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Conservation agriculture innovation system framework
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systems under CA

3. To enhance the capacity of NARES staff and other stakeholders to practice and
promote CA

5000 stakeholders

A schematic representation of the CA innovation
platform for North Africa




